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And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of 
ife: and were judged out of those things which were written in 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER ANTHON H. LUND. 


Tue following discourse was delivered by Elder Anthon H. Lund at the 
Seventieth Semi-Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints held in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, October 6, 1900: 

I hope I shall be able to make myself heard by this vast congregation. 
I was very much interested in the remarks of our brethren this forenoon, 
and the subjects they touched upon are of great value and importance to 
us as a people. When Brother Cowley spoke he alluded to the blessings 
we have received in having the living word of God in our midst and the 
Prophet of God to lead us. It made me think, do we really appreciate 
this great blessing of having inspired men in our midst to lead us? Do 
we give heed to their counsel and advice? The brethren have dwelt upon 
the importance of paying heed unto the Lord’s commandments to His 
people. When He commands, He desires His children to obey. Obedience 
to the Father's will is a principle that we must all learn. He has not left 
us in the dark in regard to what He wants us to do. I believe the Latter- 
day Saints have more faith and a stronger testimony than any other 
people. They received this strong testimony when the hands of the ser- 
vanta of God were laid upon their heads. They received the Holy Ghost, 
which leads into all truth and makes known the Father’s will. So that, 
while we have inspired men in our midst to give us the word of the Lord, 
we are not dependent upon that alone. The Lord has given unto us His 
Holy Spirit to witness unto our spirits whether that which is given us is 
right or not. The Latter-day Saints who perform their duty are not in 
the dark in regard to the counsel which they receive. When it comes 
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from the servants of God unto them the Holy Spirit gives them a testi- 
mony that it is true. 

Lehi of old had a beautiful dream. He saw the world spread before 
him. He stood by a tree—the tree of life—enjoyed ite precious fruit and 
saw how multitudes were hurrying to get to that tree. He saw that there 
was a mist came down that obscured the tree of life from the view of the 
multitude. They wanted to reach it, but this darkness or mist prevented 
them from seeing it. The Lord, however, had provided means whereby 
they could reach it. There was a path leading to the tree and at the side 
of it a rod of iron. By taking hold of this and following it, although 
they were not able to see the tree, but believing what had been told them, 
that this rod led to the tree of life, many found it. But many would not 
take hold of the iron rod, and they went astray and did not reach the tree 
with its precious fruit. Lehi saw also how that the greatest number were 
walking on the other side of a river, which divided them from the tree of 
life. They went to a spacious building. He saw his own children, Laman 
and Lemuel, and he feared for them when he saw that they did not come 
where he was. His wife and his other children, shared with him the 
blessing of partaking of the fruit of the tree of life. This iron rod, it was 
explained, is the word of God. By taking hold of that we need not go 
astray. Although we may have to look forward with the eye of faith, 
holding to the iron rod we will be just as safe as if there were no mist. 

We are blessed, brethren and sisters, in having the word of God in our 
midst; not only the written word, but also the living word of God. We 
are thankful that we have so much of the written word of God in our 
midst. While we do not look upon the Bible as many protestants do, still 
we have just as great reverence for it as they have. We have just as great 
a testimony, and greater, that it contains the word of God. We revere 
its contents, and we are trying to carry them out in our lives. We have 
testimony of the truth of the Bible from other sources, which the world 
do not accept, however. But the book itself proves to us that it is genu- 
ine. Its own prophecies, fulfilled since it was written, prove to us that 
it is a book containing the word of God. Look at Daniel’s prophecy. In 
what a nutshell is the history of the future portrayed there? We could 
not any better describe it to-day, after we have followed history down 
for more than two thousand years. Daniel's prophecies are like history 
written beforehand, showing that they were inspired. The words of Jesus 
have been fulfilled since they were written and given to the world. In 
Matthew we have a clear prophecy concerning the Temple and the city of 
Jerusalem. How deeply I felt impressed when I sat on Mount Olivet and 
looked down upon the Temple ground. I thought of the prediction that 
not one stone of that building should be left upon another. This was 
uttered when Jerusalem was flourishing. It seemed an impossibility that 
such a prophecy could be fulfilled, but within forty years it came to pass. 
The Temple, built of large masses of rock, was entirely destroyed, the 
stones carried away and the Temple ground plowed, so as to obliterate 
any trace of the Temple. It was considered policy by a Roman emperor 
to do this, but it was the fulfillment of a prophecy of Jesus. We look 
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upon the Bible as containing the word ot i God written to those of old, but 
much of it in a general way applies to us. 

We also believe the Book of Mormon to contain the word of God. We 
look at its contents and we find that it contains internal evidences of the 
truth that it sets forth, which also show that it is a divinely inspired 
book. Take the tenth chapter of second Nephi, and you will find that in 
that book, which was published to the world some months before the 
Church of Jesus Christ was organized, prophecies concerning our time. 
It alludes to this land; it designates it as the land of Zion and tells how 
the Gentiles shall come and enjoy liberty here; that there shall be no king 
here, and that those who fight against Zion shall not succeed. The pre- 
diction that there shall be no kings upon the land has been fulfilled even 
in our day. When I read of Dom Pedro of Brazil having been dethroned, 
and the report went forth that being so popular he might again take the 
reins of government over that state, I said that I did not believe that he 
would do so. I believed that the words uttered by Nephi, six hundred 
years before Christ, would be fulfilled, and that the time was hastening 
when there should not be any kings upon this land. When Louis Napo- 
leon tried to establish an empire in Mexico he miserably failed, and the 
man who tried to become king there lost his life. 

But I specially want to draw your attention to the allusion to this being 
a land of Zion. It here gives us an intimation of the gathering; that 
people should come from other nations, gather to this land, establish a 
Zion and that the Lord should protect them so that the enemies of Zion 
should not have power over her. This was years before emigration to 
this country took place, but the prophecy has been fulfilled. We look 
upon this as the land of Zion, and the principle of gathering, though a 
unique one, has been one that has pervaded the teachings and belief of 
the Latter-day Saints from the beginning. Even before the Elders in 
their missionary labors have said anything about a Zion, the spirit of 
God has witnessed to the spirits of those who have received the Gospel 
that there would be a gathering, that God would have a people of 
His own and that they would be gathered to one place. From the very 
beginning of the Gospel being sent to England we have evidence to prove 
this. I have seen in my administrations how quickly this spirit has taken 
possession of the Saints. And while we do not urge gathering to-day, 
feeling that the work will be strengthened by most of the Saints remain- 
ing in the branches for a time and helping the Elders carry the warning 
message of the Gospel, yet the principle of gathering is just as true to-day 
as ever it has been. We feel, however, that it is better for those who re- 
ceive the Gospel abroad to become well grounded in the faith before they 
make the sacrifice of leaving their homes and their relatives, and when 
they are well grounded in the faith and have helped to build up the 
Church where they have received the Gospel, we want them to gather 
with us and to make a part of the great united Church of God. 

We have also the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, which contains 
numerous prophecies that have already been fulfilled. Take the 45th 
Section and that alludes to the gathering. The first year after the Church 
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was organized this revelation was given and it plainly tells us that the 
people should gather from all the nations to this land, and that no weapon 
formed against Zion should prosper. Take the 49th Section, and what a 
plain prophecy it contains! So early in our history we are told that 
Jacob should flourish on the mountains—alluding to the people coming 
to the mountains and becoming a strong people here, as the Prophet 
Joseph prophesied twelve years after the organization of the Church. 

These books we look upon as containing the word of God tous. But 
further, we believe that God has living witnesses upon the earth; that He 
has a mouth-piece upon the earth to give forth His words. Joseph Smith 
was a Prophet of God. His teachings prove that what he taught was 
divinely inspired. Some of his prophecies have been fulfilled, and others 
remain to be fulfilled. His predictions have not been guesswork. In 1832 
he looked down and saw the fate of the nation. Earlier than that he told 
us the fate of the Church. Nowit is reasonable to suppose that if the 
Lord raised up a Prophet, that Prophet would say something in regard to 
these two important things—the nation and the Church, and he did. He 
told how the Church would be persecuted and driven, and that even the 
blood of some should be spilt and should cry unto Heaven against those 
who had shed it. He prophesied that the Church should go to the Rocky 
Mountains, and he was so much impressed with the spirit of this that he 
appointed a committee to go and search for a place to locate the Saints. 
He did not live to see this accomplished, but we have seen this prophecy 
fulfilled. In regard to the nations he plainly foretold where the Rebellion 
should begin and what its results should be. Every one can see plainly 
that part of that revelation has been fulfilled and the other part remains 
to be fulfilled. Take the successors of the Prophet Joseph, and they have 
been inspired of the Lord to give His word unto the people, and we have 
known that it has been the word of the Lord. 

To-day, brethren and sisters, the word of the Lord to us through His 
Prophet is that we should remember the law of tithing. It has been 
preached to you in many of your Stakes, and I am very happy to see the 
response that you have made to the call of the servants of the Lord. I 
hope that this will not be a temporary effect, but that you will all see and 
appreciate the importanve of continually obeying the word of the Lord. 
To-day we are walking in faith; that mist which Nephi saw lies around 
us, but we are shown the iron rod. Let us not let go of it and think that 
we can follow in another direction and that we will get through any way. 
If you and [ shall obtain the privilege of eating of that precious fruit of 
the tree of life, we must hold to the iron rod. When the servants of God 
give us His word, let us cling to it; let us obey His will, and we will have 
no cause for regrets. In the book of Doctrine and Covenants we are 
taught that no religion has salvation in it that does not ask for sacrifice. 
It should not be a great sacrifice to us to pay our tithing. Great blessings 
have been promised those who will obey this law. The experience of the 
Saints has been that the Lord has fulfilled His promise in this regard. 
Before I close I wish to say to all: if you want your faith strengthened, 
if you want your testimony made clearer, pay your tithing and the Lord 
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through His spirit will witness His approbation of your work. God bless 
you all. Amen. 


THE UNITED STATES MARRIAGE SCANDAL. 


Money creates in our day almost the only “class” (properly so called) 
left, and men and women with money are more than usually in need of ex- 
citement, and are more than usually able to procure it. When they get 
vicious, their wealth makes their offences more than usually interesting to 
that immense body of the public whose means are small. When a wife 
runs away from a husband who has five millions to join a paramour who 
has only three millions, it sete the readers of the Sunday papers nearly 
wild with excitement and curiosity, which are naturally increased if the 
husband be a decent man and the paramour a little cad, and rises to 
boiling-point if the cad is abandoning a wife of hisown. Every detail of 
the wretched business is worth a round sum. But you will not find the 
morality of the matter much debated. What rouses the gossips more than 
expansion, or the Briggs case, is the question why the wife left a man with 
five millions for a man with only three. That the matter has a moral side 
has ceased to interest people. It is the business side which occupies them. 
They are not concerned about the wife’s morality, but about her apparent 
want of business sagacity, especially if it can be shown that she is not 
such a fool after all, since the cad, besides his three millions, has plenty of 
diamonds of his mother’s. As the cases in which these details are pre- 
sented are of course rare, there is but little discussion of the general con- 
dition of our marriage laws, but that condition is well known to be such 
that the institution of marriage can hardly be said to exist among us, 
any more than in the fifth century at Rome, when twenty wives in succes- 
sion was not an extraordinary allowance, even for a Christian deacon. 
When you see a couple living together happily or unhappily in “God’s 
holy ordinance,” you way feel pretty sure that it is not the law of the 
land that is causing it, but pure inclination or strong sense of loyalty, 
truth, and honor. Ministers, and even judges who administer the law, 
have no hesitation in making the law on this point a mockery, without 
taking the trouble to offer any excuse but personal taste or convenience. 
Men and women both act as if we were dwelling on a desert island, where 
sense of individual duty had to do the work of lawgivers and jurists. 

The reason of this is plain. We allow persons who have broken their 
marriage vows, or wish to break them, to use the law to enable them to 
break them with impunity—that is, to give what is really a state of con- 
cubinage the appearance of a real marriage, and thus to escape the social 
stigma which is the law’s best support. Any one who is tired of his wife, 
any wife who is tired of her husband, finds in the law an arrangement by 
which the veriest strumpet can put herself on a level with the purest, 
bravest, most constant wife. This is the literal consequence of allowing 
every State to have its own marriage law; and the only remedy for it is 
& national divorce law. Moreover, the public, with the aid of the news- 
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papers, is rapidly getting accustomed to this state of things, so that per- 
sons who pass their lives in lawful wedlock begin to have the air of prudes, 
or “fossils,” or “old fogies.” This makes preaching vain. It is not a wild 
supposition that, in another generation, we shall be in enjoyment of the 
advantages, in point of expense, of the regime of free love. Re-marriage 
“across the line” is already becoming a formality; it will not take very 
long for it to become a useless formality. This condition is one of those 
which make us feel that our activity in spreading civilization by “killing 
niggers” is somewhat misplaced. Marriage, loyal and faithful as human 
nature will permit, is one of the foundations of human society. The men 
who make a great figure in the work of civilization have to go forth from 
pure homes, and have to feel sure who are their fathers. A nation which 
does not possess this institution, or is allowing it to vanish, seems to us 
but ill fitted for the great work of evangelization. Here is another field, 
besides the care and education of “niggers,” in which it seems to us the 
missionary character sits badly on us. If charges of cavalry and the 
assaulting of redoubts made happy homes, the “great to-morrow” would 
surely be ours. But here is the rift in our lute. We once again affirm 
that as itis good institutions and well-administered laws which make a 
conquering nation, so also it is homes which legislation makes permanent 
that qualify people to spread their civilization Veto York Nation. 


— — 


REMEDIES FOR THE DEPOPULATION OF FRANCE. 


FRANCE is on the way to become a country of the third rank. It is 
perishing for lack of births. In the examination of the remedies which 
have been proposed to antagonize this evil, we shall begin with a rapid 
review of those which appear to be least efficacious. Then we shall present 
those which figure on the program of the Alliance Nationale pour l'aceroisee- 
ment de la population frangatse. The reforms for which the depopulation 
of France has served as the vaulting board may be divided, notwithstand- 
ing the great variety of them, into four categories: (1) various social 
reforms; (2) increase in the number of marriages; (3) diminution of in- 
voluntary sterility ;. and (4) reduction of mortality. We have a word to 
say with respect to each of these: 

Nobody has ever shown that the emancipation of woman, selection in 
paternity, the suppression of divorce, or, the contrary, laws facilitating 
divorce, would augment natility. Nobody has ever given a proof, or the 
beginning of a proof, in support of these fancies. Would socialistic 
reforms leading to a diminution of the share of capital, and a correspond- 
ing increase of the share of labor, have any effect upon natility? Would 
it be augmented if capital should come to have no remuneration at all! 
J have not examined this difficult and very hypothetical question, for, if 
such a thing should happen, it could be only in an extremely remote 
future. The supreme struggle of which our country has always to think 
will have taken place long before that. 

Nuptiality is nearly the same in France as it has been. It has, however, 
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diminished during the last twenty years, falling gradually from eight 
marriages to seven marriages a year per thousand inhabitants. For seven 
years past it has gained a little, and is now 7°6—a fairly satisfactory rate. 
It is not here that the saddle galls us. Next are the measures proposed 
for diminishing involuntary sterility. Is involuntary sterility as frequent 
as it is supposed to be? Our respected master, Jules Rochard, was sur- 
prised to find two million sterile families recorded in the census reports. 
But the number does not appear excessive. It is only necessary to cite 
the measures that have been suggested to counteract this supposed exces- 
sive sterility to make their inanity apparent. Among them are reform of 
the abuse of tobacco and alcohol and war upon syphilis. Do not these 
scourges exist among other nations than us? Nothing could be more 
salutary than to war upon them, but to connect their existence with the 
depopulation of France is a singular exaggeration of their importance. 
The death rate in France has not increased or diminished. It is about 
normal, and little or nothing could be done to change it. 

The evil must be fought in its causes. These causes are detestable 
family customs, dictated by pecuniary considerations. These being the 
things to be reformed, and money being the cause of them, the beginning 
should be made with money. It is just as much every man’s duty to con- 
tribute to the perpetuity of his country as itis to defend it. A family, 
to be acquitted of the tax, should rear at least three children. It takes 
two children to fill the place of the parents, and there should be a third 
in addition, for one in three families, on an average, will have no children. 
Hence the family which does not rear three children will fail of imposing 
sufficient sacrifices upon itself for the future of the nation. It is free to 
do this, but should pay damages for it. He, on the other hand, who rears 
more than three children imposes supplementary burdens upon himeelf, 
for which he should be recompensed every time occasion offers. The prin- 
ciple of a reduction of taxes proportioned to the number of children was 
applied in June, 1898, at the instance of the Alliance Nationale, by the city 
of Lyons. It has been adopted, very timidly at first, and then a little 
more broadly, by the Minister of Finance. But it would be easy, and even 
necessary, to go considerably further in this direction. 

To accomplish this reduction without the treasury losing anything, it is 
only necessary to charge the less prolific families with one-fifth additional 
tax. The demographic condition of France is, in fact, so deplorable that 
families of more than three children form only one-sixth part of the whole 
number, or are 2,122,210 out of 12,127,023; hence, in order to clear fully 
from liability for taxes these two million families, it is enough to charge 
the other ten million families with supplementary taxes of twenty per 
cent.—a thing that is entirely practicable—Jacquzs BERTILLON, in the 
Revue Screntrfique. 


Wauuirrrstyp.—At Grimsby, January 5, 1900, John Teasdale Whitfield, son of John 
Teasdale and Florence Harrison Whitfield, born May 29,1899. 


— 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 1900. 


BIGOTRY SHOULD CEASE. 


Auoxd the people of the Anglo-Saxon race, with the boast of liberty 
and religious toleration ever on their lips, the words “bigotry” and 
“intolerance” should be almost obsolete words so far as that race is con- 
cerned; but it is to be regretted that such is not the case. It is not the 
universal rule that men are willing to allow others to worship as they 
please, or to promulgate doctrines that come in contact with the popular 
preconceived ideas of orthodoxy. There are some who can see only one 
side of any question and that is their own side, because they determinedly 
shut their eyes when the other side is presented. With such, orthodoxy is 
their “doxy” and heterodoxy is the other fellow’s “doxy.” 

How can any one put up a claim to fairness who judges a matter from 
one side, and probably that side viewed by the deceptive light of preju- 
dice and colored by the tints of distortion and falsehood! This is gener- 
ally the case with those who denounce what the world calls “Mormonism.” 
People are willing to listen to ite enemies, but to those who have a word 
to say in its favor, though not believers in the doctrines, they will turn a 
deaf ear. A true searcher after truth will be willing to accept it no 
matter from whence it comes, and he will be willing to believe that some 
good can come out of Nazareth. 

The Latter-day Saints are not begging favors of the world, but simply 
asking the same fair treatment that they are willing to accord to others. 
They are willing to listen to the exposition of any religion on earth, and 
that by its advocates rather than its enemies; for they realize from sad 
experience that the enemies of a system are the worst possible source of 
correct information. They are also willing to accept and acknowledge 
the truth whether found among Christians or heathen; for no system can 
exist that has not some elements of truth in its make up, and no system 
has a monopoly of truth. 

In the far off land of Utah, the home of that world defamed people, 
their meeting houses are open to ministers of any denomination whether 
Christian, Jew or Pagan, and attentive audiences will listen to what they 
have to say. They do not believe that truth can suffer by coming in con- 
tact with error, nor that gold can be defiled by rubbing against baser 
metals. It is only counterfeit that will not stand the test. There is no 
surer sign of a preacher's lack of faith in the doctrines he teaches than 
that he is afraid to have them brought into open comparison with others. 


— ' —-¼: ʃF ĩͥ — ä— ä—ääæñ—Sñ— —— ——e—ũä ä (uꝛ— — — — — —ę—¼ 

— D tß—:¼¹ ̃ ˙ — ͤ— ʒöẽ k ͤ—K— U6— — —ä—ä —— ä 6 y... ꝶ b 8 — 

— —ſ ˙ ' — ——ẽ ä. - ' -- e- 
— —U—ñaEAͤ 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 57 


There is much consolation in the thought that the world is growing 
more tolerant every day in spite of the retarding efforts of the few, who, 
it seems, were born a century too late. f 

The Latter-day Saints are becoming more extensively known and their 
better qualities are becoming more conspicuous when viewed through 
the eyes of men of judgment who see them in their homes and witness the 
excellent effect of the Gospel on the lives of the people. 

It is to be hoped that religious liberty will soon spread over the earth, 
allowing men to use their free agency to chose their course in life that they 
may consistently be judged according to their works, for such judgment 
would hardly be just while men are held under pressure in spiritual 
matters by earthly governments or ecclesiastical systems conducted by 


A W. 


EnnATUx.— In our last issue we published an account of the death of 
Evan Morgan wherein it was stated he died at Gloucester. We are later 
informed that he died at Breckfa, Carmarthenshire. He presided over the 
Breckfa Branch for over forty years.— Deseret News please copy. 


WE desire those sending in obituary notices to state positively the time 
and place of death with such other particulars as will identify the deceased, 
as we often are obliged to send for futher information or else publish the 
notices in a very unsatisfactory form. 


CiEeRxs of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


RgiEases.—Elder Geo. E. Fowler of the Norwich Conference has been 
honorably released to return home on account of failing health, to sail on 
the 8.8. Astoria from Glasgow, February 1, 1900. 


— 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Tue following is from a letter written by President Schulthess of the 
German Mission under date of January 18, 1900: 

“In the statistical report you will notice that there are nine baptisms 
lesa than last year. This may be due tothe fact that the Elders have 
spent considerable time looking up old Saints who were reported lost and 
have given their attention more to the Saints than they used to do, as a 
result we find the branches in a much better condition in every way. 

“We have received a number of letters from Conference Presidents 
asking for more men, but we have none to send. We could locate thirty 
men at once very profitably if we had them. A fine opening has been 
made in Königsberg, East Prussia, four persons were baptized last week 
and a number of others will soon follow. The place was opened only two 
or three months ago. A few places have to be closed down; we had to 
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withdraw the men because they were needed somewhere else. Whatever 
you do for us in this line will be appreciated. - 

“Everything looks well and we feel that we have a bright future before 
us. The laws are still binding us in some places, but we are doing the 
best we can. In Saxony the Elders received word from the officers that 
they are not allowed to hold any Sabbath schools, neither are they allowed 
to admit any children to the meetings under 18 years old. They were also 
refused permission to distribute tracts. The Elders do not feel discouraged 
but continue to do what they can. Whereever a door closes another one 
opens and the work prospers.” 


BRISTOL CONFERENCE. 


Tue Bristol Semi-Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
of Latter-day Saints convened at the Landsdown Hall, Landsdown Road, 
Stroud, January 21, 1900. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 

Among those present were: Presidents Platte D. Lyman and J. L. 
McMurrin of the European Mission; President Joseph H. Frisby and all 
the Elders of the Bristol Conference except F. G. Ralph, Jos. E. Moyle and 
H. T. Bolton, the condition of whose health prevented their attendance. 

10:30 a.m. Meeting was called to order by President Joseph H. Frisby. 

Singing. The opening prayer was offered by Elder George Glover. 
Singing. 

President Joseph H. Frisby made a few opening remarks and touched 
upon the Restoration of the Gospel. 

The genera) authorities of the Church and the Presidency of the Euro- 
pean Mission were presented and sustained unanimously. Joseph H. 
Frisby was sustained as President of the Bristol Conference, and Thos. 
W. Dimond as clerk, and the following named missionaries as Traveling 
Elders in the Conference: J.C. Webb, Thos. W. Dimond, Jos. E. Ward, 
F. E. Seal, Jos. Weston, H. L. Rigby, George Glover, R. H. Smith, G. Fred 
Wright, H. T. Bolton, Jas. W. Lesueur, E. W. Doney, L. J. Haddock, C. L. 
Lewis, F. G. Ralph, Jos. E. Moyle and J. E. Dahle. 

The following statistical report for the past seven months, ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1899, was read: Number of branches, 2; Missionaries from Zion 
High Priests, 2; Seventies, 16. Local Priesthood—Elders, 7; Priests, 1; 
Deacons, 4; members, 101; children under eight years of age, 10; total 
number of souls, exclusive of missionaries, 123. Tracts distributed—from 
door to door, 33,977; at out-door meetings and otherwise, 6,874. Books 
sold, 2; loaned, 218; given away, 178. Strangers’ houses visited—with 
first tract only, 7,847; by first invitation, 178; by re-invitation, 564. 
Gospel conversations, 2,716. Meetings held—hall, 82; cottage, 118; out- 
door, 94; Sunday school sessions, 53; M. I. A. sessions, 56; Theological 
classes, 57. Priesthood meetings, 10. Baptised—new members, 19; chil- 
dren of members, 1; confirmations, 20; ordinations, 1. Children blessed— 
of members, 1. Emigrated over eight years of age, I; died—under eight 
years, of age, I; over eight years of age, 1. New Subscribers for Star, 12. 
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President Jas. L. McMurrin addressed the Saints upon Church organiza- 
tion, and bore a strong testimony to the restoration of the Gospel. 

Singing. Prayer by Elder L. J. Haddock. 

2:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder J. C. Webb. Singing. 

Elder Jas. W. Lesueur spoke upon the restoration of the Gospel, and 
bore his testimony to the same. 

President P. D. Lyman occupied the remainder of the time in speaking 
on baptism and its essentiality to salvation. 

Singing. Prayer by Elder Wm. Howell. 

6:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder G. Fred Wright. 

President Jas. L. McMurrin delivered a comprehensive discourse upon 
the apostasy and personality of God. 

President P. D. Lyman spoke upon the pre-existence of spirits, and how 
through obedience we could obtain a knowledge of the Gospel. 

Singing. Prayer by Elder Jos. Weston. 

A Priesthood meeting was held at the same place on Monday at 10:30 
a. m., which lasted four hours and a half. The Elders gave in their reporte 
of their respective fields of labor and received some valuable instructions 
and encouragement from the Presidency. 

In the evening the Elders and a few Saints met in a social capacity and 
an informal program was rendered. 

W. Dnioxp, Clerk of Conference. 


QUIET CHATS. No. 4. 


ontinued 7. 

Mr. Wurtz. Some bales thought Hera to approve of this or- 
dinance because it is said, “Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,” 
but in John 3: 22 we read, “After these things came Jesus and his disci- 
ples into the land of Judea, and there he tarried with them and baptized,” 
and it is recorded that among the last words He uttered prior to His 
ascension were those where He charged His Apostles, “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every creature, he that believeth and is 
baptized (in token thereof) shall be saved,” or as Matthew gives it, “Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost;” which—seeing that 
teaching and believing are essential—certainly excludes infants and 
children who are incapable. 

Mr. B. Well you bother me now, and yet you seem to knit things to- 
gether so; [ think I have no fear and some inclination to be baptized, but 
what would my folks say? 

Joun. Well Pa, if I am not too young, I want to go when you do. 

Mn. W. No hurry, there are many things to be considered yet, you may 
be satisfied that baptism belonged to the Gospel originally, and that it was 
by immersion, but that is not al] I assure you. 

Mn. B. How is that, when any thing has to be done, why not do it 

Mr. W. You have never asked who attended to or officiated in this 
ordinance anciently, nor have you inquired what its purpose was or is, 
and to thoroughly understand any step in religious life requires thought, 
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for impulse is not always a safe guard, and you are as you see only in the 
alphabet, or getting the first letters thereof, in the science of Divine 
theology and life. 

Mr. B. You may well check me up, for I do not know whether Apos- 
tolic usage favored baptism, save as you have quoted it, and I think I 
ought to be assured of that. 

Mn. W. Your proposition is good and seasonable, for if such a thing 
died out, the records ought to show, and then if it were but temporary and 
unimportant we may have justification for neglect. 

Mr. B. Oh but you area teacher; you don’t overlook anything, and I 
am afraid I shall never be a good pupil let alone such a compendium of 
knowledge as you are. 

Mr. W. Of course all things are comparative, but we will not discuss 
that, we will see in Acts whether this baptism was continued. On that 
wonderful day of Pentecost, a great multitude being “pricked in their 
hearts,” enquired of Peter and the rest, Men and brethren what shall we 
do?” Peter replying in the spirit of his calling said, “Repent and be 
baptized every one of you,” and “the same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls,” these you observe were irrespective of 
those baptized ones already referred to. 

Mr. B. I can comprehend the force now of a few words read as I turned 
over this book, “So mightily grew the word of the Lord and prevailed.” 

Mr. W. During the persecution in Jerusalem, in which Saul was such 
a prominent actor, the Church was scattered abroad throughout the re- 
gions of Judea and Samaria, to which city Philip the evangelist came, and 
“when he preached the things concerning the Kingdom of God, and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized both men and women.” The 
same Philip being instructed of an angel went into the borders of the 
desert, where being directed of the Spirit he joined himself unto the 
chariot of the Ethiopian eunuch and opened unto him the scriptures con- 
cerning Christ; passing along they came unto a certain water, when the 
eunuch said, “See, here is water, what doth hinder me to be baptized,” to 
which Philip replied, “If thou believest with all thine heart thou mayest,” 
receiving a decided answer, the chariot stood still, “and they went down 
into the water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him.” 

Mr. B. The fullness of this evidence I confess rather surprises me, 

Mr. W. Seeing we have gone so far it will probably be best to continue 
our quotations or references. When Saul was on his persecuting errand 
to Damascus, being suddenly stricken blind (you have all read that) he 
was three days neither eating nor drinking until the Lord appeared to 
Ananias and instructed him to visit this dreaded persecutor; on arriving 
Ananias laid hands on him that he might receive his sight, and he arose 
and was baptized. Cornelius, a devout man, also called on the name of 
the Lord, who sent an angel unto him directing him to send for Simon 
Peter saying, “he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do,” whom after 
teaching Cornelius, his kinsmen and friends, and seeing the manifestations 
there he asked, ‘‘Can any man forbid water that they should not be bap- 
tized, And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.” 
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Mr. B. The New Testament has a great deal more in it than I could 
have believed, but you find it. 

Joun. I have been reading all this and more, I want to be just as 
well posted as Mr. White. 

Mr. W. Iam delighted to hear of your research, and it will be easy for 
you to outstrip me if you give your youth untoit. Paul in traveling, by 
virtue of a dream was in Macedonia, where he met Lydia, “whose heart the 
Lord opened,” and she and her household were baptized. In the same 
city Paul was imprisoned, and consequent on an earthquake the character 
of his prisoners became known to the jailer; after Paul and Silas had 
spoken “the word of the Lord to him and his house,” he was baptized 
and all his straightway. “Crispus the chief ruler of the synagogue in 
Corinth believed on the Lord with all his house,” and many of the “Corin- 
thians hearing, believed and were baptized.” Paul also in Ephesus found 
certain persons who had been baptized unto John’s baptism, but had not 
believed on his Successor as required, “When they heard this they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

Mr. B. You have surely exhausted your topic, and what can we say? 

Mr. W. I have nothing further to add save this, that in Paul’s epistles 
he claims that the Romans (6: 4), the Corinthians (1: 12), the Galatians 
(3: 27), and the Colossians (2: 12) were baptized, and in Hebrews (6: 2) 
there are inferential evidences of this universality, while in I Peter (3: 21) 
general epistle, it is assumed that all the Church understood, believed 
and had been baptized. 

Mr. B. What surprises me is that men who are so familiar with the 
scriptures should evade, excuse or practice differently from this. 

Mr. W. You may well wonder, but there is as much difference of 
opinion as to the purpose of baptism as there is to the mode. 

Mn. B. Strange, but what really was the purpose of the ordinance, 
Mr. White? 

Mr. W. I love to goto the record for my reply, and doing so I find 
that John baptized in Jordan “for the remission of sins,” but as a con- 
comitant, the baptized were required to believe in the coming of his suc- 
cessor, Jesus Christ, who had power on earth to forgive sins, and who 
“was called Jesus because he should save his people (his disciples) from 
their sins.” 

Me. B. Well if the Father or the Son appointed obedience to this ordin- 
ance and for this purpose, I fail to see why human thought, or nm 
wisdom should quibble and dispute. 

Mr. W. Nor I. Peter declared that idea to his hearers at W 
and Saul (Paul) was told, Arise and be baptized and wash away thy 
sins,” and all the Christian world are united in declaring as Jesus did 
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 

M. B. I have heard some ministers say and quote, “without shedding 
of blood there is no remission.” 

Mr. W. All of which is correct, but you will find that there were con- 
ditions attached there. In I John 1: 7, it is said, “If we walk in the light 
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as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin”; but this was addressed as a general 
epistle to the Saints, baptized believers, members of the Church, whose 
obedience and position entitled them to the special blessings of that 
atonement which came by Jesus Christ. 

Mr. B. But it is said by every one, that He shed His blood on Calvary 
for the sins of the whole world. 

Mr. W. The Savior did redeem all men from the fall, but the great 
salvation comes to these who accept Him as the Christ and keep His 
words. You know He declared of some in His day, “Ye will not come unto 
me that ye might have life,” again he said, He that sayeth he loveth me 
and keepeth not my commandments is a liar and the truth is not in him,” 
further the Apostle wrote, “He became the author of eternal salvation to 
all them that obey him.” 

Mr. B. I have no more to offer, true discipleship evidently was the only 
way to fully receive benefit by his death and resurrection. 

[To BE CONTINUED.} 


BOUNDLESS SPACE. 


In wafting ourselves in imagination to our own satellite, the moon—the 
nearest of our celestial bodies—we have passed over a distance equal to 
thirty times the diameter of our globe. In advancing to the sun we 
travel over a distance equal to 400 times that of the moon; and before we 
reach Uranus, the remotest of the planets, we have traversed a space equal 
to twenty times the earth’s distance from the sun. Thus placed at the 
limits of a system, enclosed in a circle 1800 millions of miles in radius, our 
appreciation of distance would appear to be exhausted, and we seem to 
be on the margin of an unfathomable abyss. The telescope, however, and 
the mural circle, have enabled us to span the void; and the genius of man, 
proud of the achievement—and justly, if humbly, proud—has crossed the 
gulf 12,000 times the radius of his own system, that he may study the 
nearest world in the firmament of heaven. Beyond this frontier lies the 
whole universe of stars—their binary systems—their clusters, and their 
nebulous combinations. The observed parallax of one-fourth of a second, 
Lyre, carries us four times as far into the bosom of space; but though 
beyond this we have no positive measures of distance, it would be as 
unphilosophical to assign limits to creation, as to give it an infinite range. 

In this rapid flight into space we have traversed it but in one dimension, 
and the line which we have traversed is but a unit in the scale of celestial 
distance. Creation, in its wide panorama, is still beyond us, above us, 
and around us. The overarching heavens still enclose us, and distant 
worlds yet sparkle in their canopy. If from this bourne, from which the 
astromomical traveler alone returns, we look back upon our course, our 
own planetary system ceases to be perceived. Its sun is dim—itself but 
an invisible point in the nebulous light which intervenes. Where, then, 
is our terrestial ball—its oceans, its continents, its hills, its empires, its 
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dynasties, its thrones? Where is our fatherland—its factions, ite Christian 
disunions, ite crimes, and its unholy wars? Where is our home—its peace, 
its endearment, its hopes and its fears? Where is man, the intellectual 
monad—the only atom of organic life that can pierce the depths and 
interpret the enigma of the universe and yet the only spark of a 
spiritual nature which disclaims the authority and resists the will of the 
universal King! They have all disappeared in the far-off perspective— 
the long vista of space, whose apex, were it a sun, the hugest telescope 
would fail to descry. No living thing here meets the eye, and no senti- 
ment associated with life presses on the affections. The tiny organisms 
of earth and ocean—every thing that moves and breathes, that grows and 
dies—all are engulfed in the great conception of the universe. The strain- 
ing mind cannot unite the incommensurable extremes. The infinite in 
space, the eternal in duration, the omnipotent in power, the perfect in 
wisdom, alone fill the expanded soul, and portray, in their awful com- 
bination, the Creator of the universe.—Great Thoughts. 


WHAT PROTESTANTISM MEANS. 


“THe Essentials of Protestantism” was the subject of an extraordinarily 
powerful sermon recently preached by Dr. Lyman Abbott. He traced the 
development of priestism, with its obscuration of the doctrine of justifica- 
tion by faith. Protestantism revived this doctrine, but it had not had the 
courage of its convictions; it had not lived up to its liberty. Protestant- 
ism meant Justification by Faith. What did that mean? It means, said 
Dr. Abbott, just this: that there is no hindrance between the soul and 
God. If you want God, God wants you, and that is enough. Over against 
the notion that there are some penances to be endured, some penalties to 
be paid, some sacrifices past, present or future to be made, some obstacles 
that must be removed, the answer comes back, free and clear and strong, 
in the Gospel as it is interpreted by faith: No such thing! God wants 
you. Do you want God? If you do, join hands and go on together.” 
And so, out of that, the whole doctrine of sacrifice and priesthood is swept 
away. There is no authority in the Church that stands, or can stand, 
between the individual soul and God. Protestantism must not put even 
the Bible in the place of the living God. So doing, it only repeats the 
medisval error of putting the Church in the place of God. The Bible is 
* guide to God, and will help you to find the living God in your own con- 
science, but it is to use the Bible wrong to take it as the WW 
not the God in your own conscience. 


ts Italy, where the consumption of flesh meat averages 26 pounds for 
each person, there are 280 doctors to each million of population. In 
Germany the consumption of meat averages 64 pounds, and the number 
of doctors is 355 per million. In Great Britain 102 pounds of meat are 
consumed per head, and there are 718 doctors per million of population. 
He who runs may read these figures, and if he be not very dull he may 
understand their import.— Present Truth. 


